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of Brahmin and was the editor of the Hindu Patriot newspaper,
published in English. This paper was the organ of the Bengal
Zemindars, and was in the main sustained by them, but it had
a large circulation otherwise both among Europeans and Natives,
being conducted with independence loyalty and learning.

Another Native member was Molavi (now Nawab) Abd-ul-
Latif, the most progressive and enlightened among the Muham-
inadans of Bengal. He believed that unless the rising genera-
tion among his co-religionists exerted themselves intellectually
with more effect, they would be utterly outstripped by their
Hindu fellow-subjects in the race of life. He was the prime
mover in the Muhammadan Literary and Scientific Society,
which gave an annual sdree in the Town Hall with an extensive
display of objects in science and art.

As a member of the Legislature was ordinarily appointed for
two years, it followed that in course of time nearly all the
eminent Natives of Bengal passed through the Council.

There were two leading clans of high caste at that time in
Calcutta, namely, the Tagores and the Sobha Bazaar family.
The Tagores have during the last half-century done more for
the moral and mental progress of their countrymen than any
family which has yet been seen under British rule, Prom
them sprang the Hindu religious reformers, whose lives have
been so well summarized recently by Monier Williams, and
from whom the Brahmo sect really had its origin. They were
at this time represented by Kamanath Tagore, a man possessing
some of the fire and forcefulness of disposition characteristic of
his race; being well stricken in years he was regarded as the
Nestor of Bengal. Next after him was Jotendro Mohan Tagore,
on whom the rank of Maharaja has since been conferred; he
was a man of milder disposition perhaps, but independent in
spirit and liberal in thought; quite an Sieve of the new school,
yet without the forwardness and self-assertion which sometimes
characterize it. He combined the polished politeness of the old
school of Natives with the educational accomplishments of the
new, and in him this combination was more complete than in
any other man of that time.